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blessing goeth with  the Pope's  curses", Fuller remarks
triumphantly.
Frederick had come to the East, not only to gain the Holy
City but to have himself crowned as King of Jerusalem.
John of Brienne, titular king, had in 1223 made a proposal
which received the approval of the Church and the Emperor.
His daughter, Isabella, was the heiress to the throne, and
it was suggested that Frederick should marry her and thus
have an interest in the fate of the kingdom. The Emperor
married Isabella, but she died before the treaty with
El Kamel had been negotiated, and Frederick had therefore
no title to the throne. Moreover, John of Brienne was still
alive (and was to play several parts, including that of the
Emperor of Constantinople, before his death) 5 and he pro-
tested that he had not surrendered the crown. Frederick
brushed all arguments aside. On March i8th, 1229, he
marched into Jerusalem and at once made arrangements for
his coronation.
The Holy City had been lost to Christendom for forty
years, but there was little satisfaction in the East at its
recovery by Frederick. The Patriarch Gerold cursed the
conqueror, and two priests dogged the Emperor's steps
warning all men to avoid the excommunicate. The decree
had been that every town which Frederick entered should
be laid under interdict and Jerusalem was not excluded.
So the Holy City itself was declared to be under the ban!
When Frederick came into the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
on the second day (Sunday) after his arrival, the church was
packed with his soldiers, but no bells rang in the city, no
priest was present, all the sacred vessels had been removed,
and all the statues hidden from the gaze of the impious victor.
Frederick was contemptuous. He had come to be crowned
as King of Jerusalem, and he needed no other audience than
that provided by the Teutonic Knights and his own soldiers.
A gold crown had been placed on the high altar, and, as no

